
Disability & Development - UN Draws Up a Disability Convention

Since 2001, the United Nations have been negotiating a new UN Human Rights Convention for people with disabilities. 
Disabled people make up approximately 10% of any population and 20% of the world’s poorest. Disability is both a cause and effect of poverty, and 82 % of disabled people live below the poverty line in developing countries. Disabled people, in all parts of the world, experience discrimination and are widely excluded from the social, economic and political life of the community. This exclusion is the basic cause of high rates of poverty among disabled people in the poorest countries.
The member states of the EU confirmed that the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) cannot be met without considering the needs of disabled people. If the interests of disabled people are not recognised, then the key goal of poverty reduction in developing countries will not be achieved, nor will their human rights or their participation in society be promoted. If sustainable poverty reduction is to be achieved, disability needs to be addressed by sensitising people active in development work.
Four principles inform the EU’s approach to the UN Convention: non-discrimination; equality of opportunity; autonomy and participation and inclusion. The EU has also underlined that existing human rights instruments apply in their entirety to persons with disabilities and that the main focus of the new convention must be to secure full enjoyment of human rights by people with disabilities. The Commission seeks to work closely with a wide range of disability NGOs on the question of the human rights of people with disabilities, including with respect to the draft UN Convention.

In Ireland, despite initial Government opposition to the draft Convention, there have been several initiatives aimed at obtaining a new UN convention. In 2003, the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Foreign Affairs organised a hearing on the issue, and the Department of Foreign Affairs has been actively engaged in the negotiations. The DFA-NGO Committee on Human Rights has dedicated a number of its meetings to discussing the issues raised by the draft Convention.

For more information, please contact the DFA Human Rights Unit (humanrights@iveagh.irlgov.ie).
Development NGOs

In recognition of the low profile of Disability issues in the Development sector,  twelve NGO partners in the EU are undertaking a two-year project aimed at promoting a coherent and co-ordinated approach to include disability in development co-operation policies of 25 European Union Member States, the EU Institutions, and European Development NGOs.

Implementing partners in the project are Light for the World (Austria), CBM (Germany), DCDD (The Netherlands), Handicap International (France and Luxembourg), Healthlink (UK), PHOS (Belgium), AIFO (Italy), eRko (Slovakia), SHIA (Sweden), DPI – Italy; Group Français des Personnes Handicappées; and the National Disability Council of the Netherlands.

The first stage of the project involves a mapping of disability in development policies and practices across the 25 member states and the EU institutions. This mapping will analyse  the status of disability in development cooperation policies and legislation leading to the development of training and materials and tools.  At a later stage, a number of conferences on disability and development (in Brussels and Bratislava) are planned, along with training programmes or workshops for EU staff.
 For more information, see http://www.dcdd.nl/default.asp?action=intro&view=disanddev 
