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The (potentially) tragic duality of the
relationship between the developing world and
climate change is that, on the one hand, it is
the developing world that is most in need of ex-
panding its energy services to meet its growth
and development needs, while on the other, it is
again the developing world that will be hardest
hit by the consequences of climate change.

Impacts on developing countries

Flooding resulting from climate change will be
grave in Bengal and the Ganges Delta, while
unprecedented droughts will hit sub-Saharan
Africa, as well as parts of China. The rise in
sea-levels will be a menace for many South-
Pacific islands, while the increased intensity
of hurricanes threatens to devastate parts of
southern Asia and the Caribbean.

Africa is clearly most vulnerable to the effects
of climate change owing to its dependence on
rain-fed agriculture and its inability to respond
appropriately to the challenges this poses.
According to the 2007 United Nations Devel-

climate change

opment Programme (UNDP) Human Develop-
ment Report, the expected increase in severe
droughts and aggravated food shortages could
lead to the malnutrition of 600 million people,
because the entire agricultural systems of
many countries might simply collapse.

Additionally, it is estimated that by 2050 there
may be 200 million so called “climate-migrants”
moving all around the world in order to escape
famine, unemployment, and climate-induced
military conflicts (e.g. the struggle for fresh-
water resources).

Global response and developing states
Climate change was recognised by the inter-
national community as a global problem as far
back as 1979. The Kyoto Protocol to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UN-
FCCC) was adopted in 1997, under which most
of the industrialised countries committed them-
selves to reducing their emissions of four green-
house gases. In December 2009, the commit-
ments came under revision at UN Conference

in Copenhagen both with regard to benchmark
levels and involvement of the United States and
developing countries in this endeavour.

Finding resources for adaptation and mitiga-
tion measures needed to tackle climate change
impacts is extremely important, especially for
developing countries. Although the energy
demand within developing countries is on the
rise, the majority of these nations do not have
adequate access to clean energy technology.
The costs of clean energy — especially in the
wake of the 2008 global economic meltdown —
are beyond what many developing countries
can afford, and they also will not be able to
deal with the devastating effects of trans-
formed weather patterns.

The UN-backed Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which presents
a consensus of all research on the subject, is as
good a place to start as any. But there is plenty
of more specific material available on the inter-
net from NGOs and governments.
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One important lesson that has been
learnt about development assistance in pre-
vious decades is that, if the people (popula-
tions, communities, families, individuals) do not
participate in their own development process,
little is gained in terms of human development,
despite the incredible amount of financial and
other types of aid that is considered to be
development assistance. Consequently, good
governance is about ensuring that people can
participate fully in political, social and econ-
omic development and cultivate their poten-
tial. The way to do this is through building a
strong civil society and creating a transparent
environment at all levels of government.

The main concern of most donors is whether
recipient governments have sufficient institu-
tional capacities for providing development aid
and how these can be strengthened. The key
areas are the effective management of public
funds and the effective delivery of services
to the population. The level of corruption is

good governance

of particular concern to donor governments
along with the rule of law and the protection
of human rights. A recipient government’s
obligations to respect, protect and fulfil human
rights are present in all areas of development
activity. Human rights standards are set in a
number of international legal documents, a
cornerstone of which is the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights. Many of these stand-
ards define clear requirements for realising
them, including development efforts and in-
vestments by governments to ensure the pro-
vision of accessible and affordable healthcare,
universal elementary education, food, potable
water, shelter, etc.

Good governance is therefore not only a con-
dition for providing development aid but also
a goal in itself. It is a concept that is widely
shared and promoted by European donors in
particular, but less so by non-traditional donors
such as China or India.

Nevertheless, recipient governments and their
representatives are not the only ones to blame
for the lack of good governance, insofar as
aid reaching its intended beneficiaries is con-
cerned. There are important objective factors
such as technical difficulties in managing aid
inflows on behalf of recipient governments
and their lack of capacity to absorb aid. These
factors need to be taken into account by all
donors. Consequently, the need for improved
donor performance has emerged, which in-
cludes better donor coordination along with a
requirement to trust recipient governments in
knowing what is best for their countries’ dev-
elopment. In all cases, but especially in terms
of budget support, it is crucial to incorporate
the criteria of good governance to all agree-
ments and to ensure that this is monitored
consistently.
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“Sometimes we ask ourselves: How many
people must die in an Asian storm to create the
same interest as the death of one Slovak citizen
in neighbouring Austria? That's why it is very
useful if the news or story can have a regional
connection — a link with our country.”

Stefan Hudec
the daily newspaper SME, Slovak Republic

“I find the key to generating audience interest
in development issues is to put human interest
stories — ‘couleur locale’ — into a global context.
The ‘big picture’ makes it relevant to our local
audiences and does not necessarily have to be
related to a Western agenda like migration or
security; it can also be the human factor.”

Daniel Izsak
freelance journalist, Hungary

“Human drama works — but not predictable
and well-known human drama. Children dying
of hunger or war survivors in camps have un-
fortunately become predictable and audiences
often turn away. But a story about fishermen
on Lake Victoria who are dying from HIV/AIDS
because of their complicated family struc-
tures and sexual norms, and the story of the
organisations aiding them, can generate a lot
of interest.”

Adam Leszczyriski
Gazeta Wyborcza, Poland

“It is invaluable to base your development top-
ic on a personal story or experience. Whenever
and wherever it is practical, you should open
your piece in this way to grab your audience’s
attention from the first sentence. Only after
that should the more theoretical description
of the development issue and its statistics
follow. Quotes gathered not only from experts,
but also from ‘ordinary people’ can personalise
and add depth (layers) to any story.”

Nada Strakovd
the news portal Aktualné.cz, Czech Republic
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This media handbook was produced within the scope
of the international project To Act You Have to Know,
implemented jointly by the Czech NGO People in Need
(PIN), the Polish Humanitarian Organisation (PAH),
the Hungarian Foundation for the Development of
Democratic Rights (DemNet), the Slovak organisations
Partners for Democratic Change and NDGOs platform
(P MVRO) as well as the European Journalism Centre,
a Dutch organisation for educating journalists.

Qpa

Polish Humanitarian Action

The To Act You Have to Know project seeks to
strengthen the role of Central European countries
(the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia) in
European development assistance and international
politics. This programme also works at the national
level to initiate public debate on the problems of less
developed countries and development cooperation.
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This publication has been produced with the
assistance of the European Union. The contents of
this publication are the sole responsibility of People
in Need and project partners. They can in no way be
taken to reflect the views of the European Union.




