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Sonja Hyland has been a career diplomat since 1996. 

Currently Political Director, Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade (DFAT) overseeing Ireland’s  

political relations including Ireland’s seat as a non-

permanent member of the United National Security 

Council for the term 2021-2022. She was formerly 

Ambassador to Ethiopia, South Sudan, Djibouti, the 

African Union and Inter-governmental Authority on 

Development (IGAD) from 2017 - 2019 and 

Ambassador to Mexico, Cuba, Nicaragua, El 

Salvador, Costa Rica, Colombia, Venezuela and Peru 

from 2013 - 2017. Other posts have included Director for Trade Promotion and Economic 

Messaging at DFAT, Deputy Director for Multilateral Affairs at DFAT, Deputy Head of Mission 

of the Embassies of Ireland in Stockholm and Madrid and Ireland's Representative to the 

Political Military Group at the Perm Rep in Brussels. 

Hear Sonja discuss what global solidarity means to her and her work at the 

Multilateralism Session, 2 – 3pm (GMT+1) 
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